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CREATING A FAIR COMMUNITY AND 
SECURING EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL 
REGARDLESS OF SEXUAL 
ORIENTATION OR GENDER 
EXPRESSION.
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Upcoming Events!
¥Thurs. Oct. 15  7:00 p.m. PFLAG  
(Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays ) meeting. We will be meeting on the third 
Thursday of each month beginning in October 
at First Congregational Church, 1425 North 5th !
Street, across the street from Grand Junction 
High School. Park behind the church (to the 
North) and enter at the back of the building. 

¥Sat. Oct. 24  8:00 p.m. - 2:00 a.m. 
Western EqualityÕs annual fall party 
OUTFEST  at the Snowßake Bar & Grill, 539 
Colorado, Grand Junction. Costumes 
encouraged.

¥Sat. Oct. 31  The local Bears (gay menÕs 
social group) are having a Halloween Party  
at the Snowßake Bar & Grill (539 Colorado, 
Grand Junction) with a DJ. Women are 
welcome. 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY EVENTS

¥ 2nd Monday of the Mont h-Western 
Equality WomenÕs Group Potluck 
(for lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender women), 6:30 p.m.  at the 
First Congregational Church, 1425 North 5th !
Street, across the street from Grand Junction 
High School. Park behind the church (to the 
North) and enter at the back of the building. 
(Oct. 12 & Nov. 9)

¥ 3rd Monday of the Month -ÒFamily, 
Friends, and NeighborsÓ radio 
program  airs every month at noon on 
KAFM, 88.1 FM. Listen to KAFM live online at 
http://kafmradio.org.

¥ 3rd  Tuesday of the Month Western 
Equality Coffee & Chat  6:30 p.m., at The 
Coffee Studio, 2913 Patterson, Grand 
Junction. (Oct. 20 & Nov. 17)

¥ Fall 09- Gay Straight Alliance @ Mesa State 
College, Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.

¥ ManReach- For events listings, see 
myspace.com/manreach or contact Scott at 
scott@westcap.info  or 970 243 2437

¥ Grand Junction Area Lesbian 
Network   A forum for lesbians in Grand 
Junction, and the surrounding area.  Check 
out the group on Yahoo. at http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/gjlez/

UU INTERWEAVE

2

2009 WE Donor Party 
sponsored by 

the Gill Foundation  

Saturday October 3rd 6:00 p.m. -8:00 
p.m. at WILLOW POND Bed & Breakfast,!at 662 
26 Rd, GJ, CO 81506.

Please RSVP to Jeff Schmidt at 
jeffs@gillfoundation.org  or 303-292-4455 by 
September 28 .! You may also call Ken Shari or Jerry at 
the!Western Equality ofÞce at 970-242-8949 

 Transcend Meeting
Western EqualityÕs group for transsexuals, cross dressers, 

drag performers, allies, and transgender people of all 
descriptions, will meet on October 25 at 5:30 p.m.  at 

the Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 1022 Grand. 
Transcend meetings include a potluck, so bring food if you 

can. If you cannot, please feel assured that the facilitators will 
bring enough food, and come anyway. We would rather see 

you  than your Òhot dishÓ. Contact the WE ofÞce at 
info@westernequality.org or 970-242-8949 if you have any 

The Interweave LGBT group at the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of the Grand Valley 1022 
Grand would like to invite the public to several free 

events this fall. UUCGV is a progressive religious 
group that welcomes diverse beliefs, and diverse 
people to our congregation. Refreshments will be 
provided at these events; unfortunately childcare is 

not available for the Friday Movies at this time.
!
October 16th! 7:00 p.m. Friday Night Movie          
ÒWere the World MineÓ!
October 18th 10:30 a.m. !Sunday Morning Service 
National Coming Out Day provided by Interweave 
Members
October 30th 7:00 p.m. Friday Night Movie 
ÒTransamericaÓ 
November 20th 7:00 p.m. Friday Night Movie ÒTBAÓ

http://kafmradio.org
http://kafmradio.org
mailto:scott@westcap.info
mailto:scott@westcap.info
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gjles/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gjles/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gjles/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gjles/
mailto:jeffs@gillfoundation.org
mailto:jeffs@gillfoundation.org
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Gill Grant Donor Party Saturday, October 3rd
WE Launches Annual Donor!Drive / GILL FOUNDATION offers!WE signiÞcant support!!

" By the time you receive this NEWSLETTER, you should have already!received a letter announcing 
our!annual WE Donor Drive .! For the past three years, WE has been making these annual appeals for 
your support, and the response has been tremendous.! WhatÕs exciting is that many of the donations came 
from new supporters to WE.! And, we were able to DOUBLE our money thanks to a challenge grant from 
the Gill Foundation. Thanks to supporters like you, our past two donor drives have raised more than 
$7,000!! The money raised has covered operational expenses to ensure that WE can continue to do 
important work in our community.!

" This year, Tim Sweeney, President & CEO of the Gill Foundation told us they would like to sponsor 
our fall donor party!!The Gill Foundation is underwriting all the expenses for this!event, and Tim will be our 
special guest that evening.! There will be some Þne Colorado wines, tasty hors d'oeuvres,!friendly 
conversation and some brief presentations about all the great projects, events and work WE and GILL 
brings to!all our communities.

" The 2009 WE Donor Party will be taking place on Saturday, October 3rd,!6:00-8:00 p.m. at 
WILLOW POND Bed & Breakfast,!at 662 26 Rd, GJ, CO 81506.

" If you would also like to attend!the WE donor party, please RSVP to Jeff Schmidt at 
jeffs@gillfoundation.org  or 303-292-4455 by September 28. ! You may also call Kenny, Shari or 
Jerry as at the!Western Equality ofÞce at 970-242-8949.! Please let us know if you have not yet received an 
invitation.!

" And here is the really good news Ð we are thrilled to announce that WE is the recipient of another 
$2,500  challenge grant from the Gill Foundation.! You have a chance to DOUBLE your donation!! So please 
join us at our October 3rd donor party and DON'T FORGET YOUR CHECK BOOK!!

---- Jack Delmore, VP & WE Board Member

mailto:jeffs@gillfoundation.org
mailto:jeffs@gillfoundation.org
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AmeriCorps Shari

AmeriCorps Ken

Hello- 
" I am Shari Daly-Miller and IÕm honored to be 
Western EqualityÕs newest AmeriCorps service 
member. I am delighted! to begin this work serving 
the GLBT community, because that is where my 
passion lies. I am a bisexual, I am a parent of two 
wonderful boys, I am a Þne artist, I am a religious 
liberal, I am a feminist, and I am an advocate for 
sexual freedom. Until October 8th my artwork will 
be displayed at Planet Earth and the 4 Directions 
Gallery, 524 Colorado Ave in Grand Junction, please 
come check it out, or come to the reception 
October 2nd 6:00-9:00 p.m. at the gallery. !IÕve 
volunteered for Western Equality for many years, 
including serving on the Board of Directors. I 
especially !love working with transgender people of 
every sort. This AmeriCorps Service position is 
helping me to transition into the workforce after 
years of raising my children. One of my duties will 
be attending about 2 billion community meetings 

representing " Western Equality to be sure that the 
voices of GLBT people are at the table. Additionally, 
I will staff the ofÞce with Ken Coles our other 
AmeriCorps member. I hope this opportunity will 
enable me to deepen relationships with the GLBT 
communities of Grand Junction. My ofÞce hours are 
roughly 9-3 Monday through Friday, although I will 
be attending meetings during those hours as well, so 
please leave a message if IÕm not in the ofÞce.

Hello Everyone!
" Its great to be back! I couldnÕt start my new AmeriCorps hours till September Þrst so I was gone for a 
couple of weeks. So far this month has felt like catch up time. IÕm getting back into the groove of things and 
doing well.
" I started my sophomore year at Mesa State in August and IÕm loving it! Being back in the thick of 
things at school and here at work is great.  I have new hours at the ofÞce this year as well, Monday through 
Friday from 2pm to 7pm. 
" IÕm expecting this to be a great year! I hope that WE can do a lot of building this year. DonÕt forget to 
listen in to the radio show Family, Friends and Neighbors on KAFM 88.1 every third Monday of the Month. 
" Ken

Upcoming Family, Friends and 
Neighbors radio programs:
show airs 3rd monday of 
every month.
   
10/19, 11/16 
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Call for Books & DVDs
" If you have any LGBT books that you 

are no longer attached to they can be donated 
to our library. Just drop them by the ofÞce. 

Also we are looking for any LGBT DVDs 

(please no porn) these can be from an LGBT 

author or anything that has a gay theme. Just 

drop them off at the ofÞce.

" Western Equality already has a large 

selection and is looking to continue to expand 

our library.  These books can be checked out 

free of charge. Stop by and see what we have 

on the shelves.

" Thanks for your support!



Western EqualityÕs WomenÕs Group
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" The womenÕs group potlucks continue to be well attended. If you havenÕt been to one in awhile, 
please note our new location in the events listing on page 2. Thanks to everyone for attending and helping 
to pay for our meeting room.  

" We know that Monday nights arenÕt good for everyone and we are looking for volunteers to 
organize some additional events.  We would especially love to have some events organized by and for 
young lesbian, bi, and transwomen. Please contact Western Equality if you would like to volunteer at 
wevolunteer@qwestofÞce.net or 970-242-8949

" In August, a few of the regulars at the potluck attended the WomenÕs Redrock Music Festival in 
Torrey, UT produced by the Utah Pride Center.  We hope that lots of women from the Western Slope will 
go to next yearÕs festival which will be the weekend of August 6 & 7, 2010. For more information, see 
http://www.redrockwomensfest.com/

PFLAG UPDATE
" As many of you know PFLAG is a support group for Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays. !As many of you also know this support group has not been very active for a 
while.

" In this day and age, one might think that there is not a need for such a support group. And, 
maybe that is true. However, I have been asked to give PFLAG another chance. So here we go.

" ÒWeÓ will be meeting on the third Thursday of each month !beginning in October, (that 
would be October 15) at First Congregational Church, 1425 North15th !Street, across the street 
from Grand Junction High School. Until things are more settled, we will meet at 7PM. Park behind 
the church (to the North) and enter at the back of the building.

" I feel like I may be singing to the choir, but for those of you who donÕt know, let me say that 
PFLAG is a support group for parents, families and friends. !So, if you know of a Mom, Dad, sisters, 
brothers, or grandparents that need a shoulder to lean on, please share this information with 
them. That doesnÕt mean that we donÕt love our gay and lesbian children, but the group is really for !
families.

" For those of you who donÕt know me, my name is Donna Hochmuth and I am one of the 
original founders of PFLAG way back at the beginning.  In those days I was a very frightened Mom 
who had no idea what would happen, but I gave it a try anyway. Now IÕm not so scared, but I still 
am not sure what will happen. So, suggestions and advise are always listened to. I hope to see you 
on Oct. 15.

" The address for the local PFLAG chapter is still P.O. Box 4904, Grand Junction, CO 81502.

mailto:wevolunteer@qwestoffice.net
mailto:wevolunteer@qwestoffice.net
http://www.redrockwomensfest.com
http://www.redrockwomensfest.com
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!How I Remember the Redrock Women of Music 
" Jackets, sweatshirts and blankets in August?  
And, maybe even a little cuddling helps to keep 
you warm in the outdoor evening at the Redrock 
WomenÕs Music Festival.  Of course, those who 
get up and dance to the popular rock bands donÕt 
notice the chill.  The warmth of the day and the 
sisterly feeling of the 400 women brought 
together for this annual event makes you forget 
about any discomforts. 

" You gotta go to this great event!  The 
setting is beautiful in this famous redrock Capitol 
Reef National Park area. Torrey, Utah is a tiny 
town, yet some of the best women musical artists 
come here and attract a mostly Lesbian audience 
by performing their own songs, poetry and 
stories.  The music is continuous from Friday 
afternoon through Saturday night.  You can 
become entranced by these talented musicians. 

" Off the parking area, a path leads you 
directly to the RobberÕs Roost Bookstore 
Òbackyard,Ó a very large well-hidden park-like area 
with mature shade trees and a well-built large 
performance stage.  Visit the country bookstore, 
which remains open during the entire festival, and 
Þnd a nice array of books, hats, sweatshirts, gifts 
and a friendly gourmet coffee bar.  Then, exit the 
rear door and step off the porch into the 
ÒbackyardÓ theatre! 

" A number of vendors erect their tents and 
canopies along the path to display and sell their 
craftsÑpottery, photographs, paintings, jewelry, 
woodworks, clothing, and pet treats and attire.  
Others sell canned sodas, water, beer and wine.  A 
caterer pulls a trailer into a frontyard grassy area 
with picnic tables, and prepares fresh and delicious 
hot meals all day.  Portable restrooms are clean 
and plentiful.  So, once you get here you can settle 
in for the day and evening.  

  " Bring your chair and leave it there!  When 
you Þnd a cozy little spot your chair marks it 
ÒreservedÓ for the entire festival.   Go hang out 
with friends, meet new women, or just sit back 
and enjoy.  Remember, in the evening when the 
action heats up, the temperature cools down so 
bring ÒsomethingÓ to keep you warm.     

" At the close of the weekend you leave 
with a wonderful memory.  Women have achieved 
a solid place in music and you have experienced a 
perfect example.  This festival gives you a huge 
serving of camaraderie, fulÞllment, fun, and 
peacefulness.  The entertainers are generous with 
their thoughts, stories, talent and time.  Be sure to 
set aside the weekend of August 6 & 7, 2010 to 
support these superb women.  

See you all there!

Nancy Gillum

!

Photo by Nancy Gillum
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Call for Volunteers
" Western Equality is looking for a few volunteers.  We now have a board member that 
has the pleasure of maintaining a list of people willing to help. If you have a spare hour or 
two then feel free to Þnd out when and where you are needed. A few of the things can be 
done in the ofÞce such as Þlling, newsletter mailing, cleaning, organizing, computer work, 
and making phone calls to help maintain the resource directory.
"
" There is also a need for help with planning our events and helping at a variety of 
events such as setting up and taking down the booth and other materials we often have at 
the downtown farmerÕs markets. 
"
" Some things may even be done at your home. If you have any special skills that would 
come in handy please let us know.
"
" A new email has been set up just for our volunteers. So please send us an email at 
wevolunteer@qwestofÞce.net or call us at 970-242-8949 with any questions or what you can 
help us with. 

Gill Challenge Grant

" Once again the Gill Foundation has given us a chance to double any donation 
or new paid membership. These means that if you have not paid your membership 
and choose to do so now Western Equality will receive that same amount in the 
form of cash. So if you join for $25, we would receive another $25 from the Gill 
Foundation. If you have paid your dues and have a few extra bucks then that will also 
count and Western Equality will receive a matching amount.

" " Western Equality is continuing to grow and help the LGBT population 
of the Western Slope. These funds are used to produce the newsletter, to maintain 
an ofÞce with a library, a computer for members that need it, and support groups. 

" Western Equality would like to get enough money in the bank so that an 
Executive Director could be hired. This is a very big wish list and we know that it can 
be done. No matter what you can help with is much appreciated. Every penny counts 
and no amount is too small for the future of Western Equality. Any amount that you 
can help with will help the community and Western Equality can continue to grow 
and expand services to our community.

mailto:wevolunteer@qwestoffice.net
mailto:wevolunteer@qwestoffice.net
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Support Western Equality
Become a member today!    
Member Information:
Name ______________________________________________
Address __________________________________ Apt______
City _______________________________________________State____                               
Zip Code __________
Phone Number: (______)________________                                                                       
E-mail:___________________________________
Age group: ! Under 18/ ! 18-25/ ! 26-30/ ! 31-40/ ! 41-50/ ! 51-60/ ! 60+

Membership Type: ! New  ! Renewal  ! Update

Membership Level:
 ! $15 Student/Senior/Fixed Income   ! $25 individual   ! $35 Couple/Family
                ! $50 Friend   ! $150 Advocate   ! $500 Equality Circle
Additional donation of $ __________________
  ! I want to help! Please contact me!
  ! IÕd like to receive information from and about Western Equality via e-mail.

Newsletter Preferences
  ! I want to receive the OutWest newsletter at the address listed above.
  ! I would like to receive the OutWest newsletter by E-mail only. 
  ! No thanks; I do not wish to receive the OutWest newsletter.
Please Choose one option only.
Please make your check payable to Western Equality and mail, with this form, to:
WESTERN EQUALITY Ð ATTN: TREASURER
P.O. BOX 3335
GRAND JUNCTION, CO 81502
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Western Equality
PO Box 3335

Grand Junction, CO 81502
970 242 8949

info@westernequality.org
www.westernequality.org

Western Equality of Grand Junction 
strives to create a fair community

and secure equal rights for all 
regardless of sexual orientation or 

gender expression

Please Update Your Membership Information

 Western Equality is continuing to update membership 
information (paid or not). In order to do this, we need your 
complete information. Please fill out a new membership form  
and return it to the office. If you would prefer, you may also 
email this information to info@westernequality.org.  Remember 
to include your email address and whether or not you would 
prefer to receive your newsletter via email. 
 Western Equality also sends a few notifications via email 
to notify or remind you of upcoming special events. So please 
remember to contact the office to be sure that we have your 
current email address so that you will be informed of our 
events. Thank you.

mailto:info@westernequality.org
mailto:info@westernequality.org
http://www.westernequality.org
http://www.westernequality.org
mailto:info@westernequality.org
mailto:info@westernequality.org


OUTWEST BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
WESTERN EQUALITY!

Western EqualityÕs board of directors meets at 6:30 p.m. on the Þrst Tuesday or 
Thursday of each month at our downtown Grand Junction ofÞce. Please call the 
ofÞce to conÞrm. Meetings are open and guests may attend. For directions and a 
list of other events, visit our website at www.westernequality.org

Meet the Board!
BOARD MEMBERS

1. INTERIM PRESIDENT,     
RABEEHA GHAFFAR

2. VICE PRESIDENT,                

DR. JACK DELMORE

3. TREASURER, WALTER GATES

4. SECRETARY, AIMEE BROWN

5. COMMUNITY LIAISON,      

JERRY SHELTON

6. LESLIE ANN HARLAN

7. JOYCE KURT

COME VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

WESTERNEQUALITY.ORG

OutWest newsletter is published by Western Equality, PO Box 3335, Grand Junction, CO 81502
Advertise your business for as little as $75/year! Call to learn more!

To update your mailing address or cancel your subscription, simply send a courteous note to our ofÞce, call 970-242-8949, or 
send an e-mail to info@westernequality.org.

Contributors include: Jerry Shelton, Rabeeha Ghaffar,  Ken Coles,  Aimee Brown, Jack Delmore, Nancy Gillum

GO GREEN! LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE THE 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL ONLY BY EMAILING US AT Info@westernequality.org

Opinions expressed in commentary/op-ed articles are those of the author and may not represent the opinion of Western 
EqualityÕs board of directors or its members.
If you would like to contribute or comment, please contact:
Western Equality OutWest Editor
PO Box 3335, Grand Junction, CO 81502
Or e-mail to info@westernequality.org

WESTERN EQUALITY OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Fri 12pm- 6pm 
Sat 10am to 4 pm
Sun Closed
Note: Staff may be in the Þeld at times.

OFFICE LOCATION
523 1/2 Main Street #11
Between 5th and 6th streets, on the 2nd ßoor of the historic Margery Building in downtown Grand Junction

PHONE: 970-242-8949
E-MAIL: info@westernequality.org
WEBSITE: www.westernequality.org
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