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“Yeah, it was a great movie… but did they have to have those f**king faggots in it?” 
I’d only been living in Grand Junction about a week when-—while leaving the movie theatre after watching the 
2004 remake of the Stepford Wives—I was confronted with such “colorful” language. I’d moved home to get out 
of the rat race of New York City, but was I really ready for where I’d landed?  Less than a year later I found myself 
thrust before Front Range television cameras to explain “gay life in rural Colorado” and advocate for a thorough 
investigation on behalf of a slain gay man’s family.  Montrose resident Kevin Hale had been murdered in a city park 
in what was undoubtedly a hate-motivated crime. Never had I imagined I’d become an activist, but purely by the 
coincidence of my new circumstances I felt there was nothing else to do but speak up and get involved… as loudly 
and as passionately as I could.

I’m confident that we’ve made strides since 2004. Thanks to a devoted group of volunteer leaders, Western Equality 
is truly affecting change. And our little organization—born in 1992 because hundreds of accidental activists were 
fed up and fired up—is growing by leaps and bounds. Our budget has close to tripled, our community involvement 
has generated important, collaborative partnerships, and we’re becoming recognized as a truly functional 
organization that’s valued and respected locally and statewide. 

Recently, and on more than one occasion, I’ve heard from folks who have established various caveats before they’ll 
offer support to our organization—be it giving of their skills, time, or money. At the risk of being rude, my only 
response is now “what more are you waiting for?”  Western Equality today is on the threshold and we need support 
now to get to the next level. We need volunteers who can give a few hours a month. We need board members with 
skills, community connections, drive, commitment, and vision (like those who have catapulted us to where we are 
today) to help lead us into a bright, fulfilling tomorrow. We need individual donors who enthusiastically entrust our 
leaders with their hard-earned money, understanding that we’re advancing an organization that can and is making 
a difference in our community.

Consider this: by 2035, the population of our community will have doubled from what it is today. With that growth 
comes great possibilities and great struggles for our community and its gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
citizens of all ages. Now consider what you want your community to look like in 20 years, and how you can advance 
it in that direction… today.

If you’d like to learn more about Western Equality, our current work plan, or our strategic goals for the future I invite 
you to call or write. Most of all, I invite you to the table to help lead the change.   

– Mike Mansheim

The Accidental Activist... and Why Western Equality 
Needs You to Get Involved Now
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Western Equality, 
ManREACH, Western 
Slope Bears Partner to 
Produce 2008 Grand 
Junction Pride Events 
 
Three GLBT-serving organizations on 
the western slope have teamed up to 
produce this year’s local Pride events 
to be held Saturday, June 14.  

Western Equality will host the annual 
Pride picnic/potluck, with a bit of a 
twist this year. ManREACH will provide 
a main dish for all participants to 
enjoy. Western Equality will supply 
beverages and have the BBQ grills 
fired up and ready to go for those 
who wish to grill their own goodies. 
Participants are still encouraged to 
bring a side dish or dessert to share. 
There will also be vendors and 
informational booths from numerous 
organizations and community groups. 

The Western Slope Bears will host the 
2008 Pride After Party from 9pm - 2am 
at the Mesa Theatre and Club. Live 
performances by DJ D from Salt Lake 
City and Grand Junction’s very own DJ 
Phoenix. Both bars will be open, with 
video projection by Strangefellow and 
live dancers scheduled to perform.  

Celebrate our community and culture  
during 2008 Grand Junction Pride!

Events and Community Collaboration

Lunch provided by ManREACH

Beverages courtesy of Western Equality 

Bring a side to share or meat to grill

Sponsored by the Western Slope Bears18+ to enter / 21+ to drink • $10 coverDJ D (Salt Lake) / DJ Phoenix (Grand Junction)Live Dancers / Video Projection by Strangefellow

We want to hear from you!...  (Yes, YOU!) 
Western Equality is working hard to grow and expand regional pride events. We want to know what the 
community wants to see in future years.  Fill out a survey at the event, stop by our booth, chat with a board 
member, and get involved as we look forward to Pride 2009! 
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Western Equality is proud to have been a partner in this collaboration and a member of the steering committee 
working to create a week-long educational and awareness event around the production of Angels in America. 

We applaud the Mesa State College Theatre Arts Department for having the courage and vision to bring this 
important work to life on the Robinson Stage in Grand Junction. Special thanks to Rich Cowden, Jessica 
Cowden, Jeanine Howe, and the entire cast and crew.  BRAVO!

Mesa State College  
Department of 

Theatre Arts

Angels in America was proudly presented by:

Events and Community Collaboration

Inspired by the important message and thematic 
elements of the play, the Mesa State College 

Department of Theatre Arts reached out to the Western 
Colorado community in an effort to broaden the scope 
of the production.  By collaborating with the Western 
Colorado AIDS Project (WestCAP), Western Equality, 

ManREACH, and the Gay-Straight Alliance the Theatre 
Department made ANGELS IN AMERICA an educational 

and enlightening experience for patrons. Thanks to 
this collaboration and outreach effort, the department 
was awarded a grant from the Gay & Lesbian Fund for 

Colorado, who co-produced the production.  

Western Equality, MSC Theatre Department, and Western Colorado 
AIDS Project Collaborate Around Production of Angels in America
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Events and Community Collaboration

Scenes from ANGELS IN AMERICA: MILLENNIUM APPROACHES by Tony Kushner presented by the Mesa 
State College Department of Theatre Arts and the Gay & Lesbian Fund for Colorado April 16-19 in Grand 
Junction.  Photos by Dan McClintock / Courtesy MSC Theatre Arts Department. 

GSA sponsored a display in the courtyard of the Moss Performing Arts 
Center honoring victims of AIDS and those living with HIV.  The 12-foot 
AIDS awareness ribbon was designed and constructed by Billy Shepherd 
and Mike Mansheim.  

Week of events promotes awareness and inclusion

WestCAP designed the lobby display case noting 
that “until there’s a cure, there’s prevention” while 
gathering with other organizations to provide 
informational tables in the lobby during the show. 


